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cine was usually represented as carrying a
knotted staff, round which was entwined a
serpent, the symbol of health.
AESOP, e'sop, a famous Greek writer of
fables, is said to have been a contemporary
of Croesus and Solon about the middle of
the sixth century B. c. He visited the court
of Croesus, and is also said to have visited
Pisistratus at Athens, Finally he was sent
by Croesus to Delphi to distribute a sum
of money among the citizens. For some
reason he refused to distribute the money,
whereupon the Delphians, enraged, threw
him from a precipice and killed him. Much
of the account of Aesop is probably only
legend, and it is possible that such a man
never existed. The fables called by his
name were not written until long after he is
supposed to have lived. In modern times
several collections have been published.
Among the most familiar of these fables
are The Fox and the Grapes, The Wolf and
the Lamb, The Ass in the Lien's Skin, The
Lion and the Mouse and The Ox and the
Frog. See fable.
AESTHETICS, es thefiks. See esthet-
ics.
APFn>A/VIT, a document generally used
when evidence is to be laid before a judge
or a court, while evidence brought before a
jury is delivered orally. The person making
the affidavit signs his name at the bottom
of it, and swears that the statements con-
tained in it are true. An affidavit made in
good faith is accepted as on a par with
personal testimony.
AFFHTITY.   See relationship.
AFFDTITY, in chemistry, that force by
means of which two or more substances unite
to form a compound in which the properties
of each substance are lost; as, oxygen and
hydrogen unite to form, water, and hydrogen
and cHorine to form hydrochloric acid. We
do not know the nature of this force, but it
is present to a greater or less extent in all
substances. In some elements, such as oxygen
and chlorine, it is strong, and these unite to
form a large number of compounds; in
others, like nitrogen and argon, it is very
weak, and these have but few compounds.
Elements unite only in definite proportions,
as atom for atom in the ease of hydrogen
and chlorine, or two atoms of one to one
of the othe^ as in case of hydrogen and
oxygen in forming water. Some elements
unite in proportion of three atoms of one
 to two of another, and so on0 The propor-
tions are always the same for the same ele-
ments, but they may vary by multiples (see
atomic theory) . The action resulting from
chemical affinity usually produces more or
less heat. Heat, also, may destroy this force
and separate the compound into its elements,
as, when steam is passed through a red-hot
tube it is separated into oxygen and hydro-
gen.
file_0.wmf

file_1.wmf


af gan'i stan, an inte-
rior country of Asia,
important politically be-
cause of its position,
but possessing little of
commerce, wealth ox
progress. Before the
collapse of Russia in
1918 that country and
Great Britain had joint
interests surrounding
Afghanistan; Russia,
because it was a barrier
between its sphere of
influence in Asia and
the Indian empire of
Great Britain; Britain
because it protected In-
dia from any power which sought an inva-
sion of India through Afghan's mountain
passes. Afghanistan has been completely
independent since 1921, but the country ac-
knowledges Britain's influence in all for-
eign relations
The People and the Government. Af-
ghanistan is, since 1922, a constitutional
monarchy, with legislative assemblies and
a cabinet presided over by the king. The
country is divided into five major provinces,
and the people are members of the original
Afghan race and are divided into many
tribes and clans which in times past have
been difficult of control. The Afghan lan-
guage has taken a large number of Persian
words, so the original tongue is no longer in
evidence. Arabic characters are used in
writing.
Elementary and secondary schools exist
throughout the country. Elementary educa-
tion is free and compulsory, and higher edu-
cation is also free. There are wo colleges in
Kabul—a military college and an arts college.
The principal towns are Kabul, the cap-
ital, with 150,000 people; Kandahar, be-
tween 30,000 and 40,000 (the number is not

